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ñWhen I was young, I admired intelligent people; as I grow 

older, I admire kind people.ò   ï Abraham Heschel 

In his book, Fully Alive; Discovering What Matters Most, 

Timothy Schriver talks about how his life serving those with 

intellectual disabilities has changed him. Shriver said he 

started out with: 

ña misguided expectation that I would serve óthem,ô but my expectations were turned inside 

outðand I began to see that the whole ethic of óserving the needyô could itself be an obstacle 

to opening my eyesé. I found myself over and over again confused by the strength of people 

who seemed to be experiencing both pain and triumph at the same time.ò 

What he realized through serving those with disabilities is that we are all vulnerable, but  

we are also all valuable. 

Shriverôs experience is similar to those of many who have worked and volunteered here. One 

bike club volunteer told me that when she started, she assumed sheôd simply be helping the 

Villageôs clients. But after only a couple bike rides, she saw how much more she was receiv-

ing than she was giving.  

The point Iôm about to make may seem arrogant, and possibly even shocking, but I believe in 

its truth. And it is this: Agencies like the Village of Progress are vital to communities like Ogle 

County; they are vital because they help people in the communities learn kindness and hu-

mility.  

Places like the Village do the work of helping the community see others, and more important-

ly to see themselves, as simultaneously vulnerable and valuable, both broken and loved. 

These are not lessons that can be learned in a classroom or a worship service. They can be 

grasped only through face-to-face encounters.  
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As Iôm closing out my last few months at the Village, I want to 

again express my gratitude to the many, many men and women, 

churches, service clubs, and local governments, who have sup-

ported our work.   

But I so desperately want you to see something more important ï 

that in helping agencies like the Village, you are making Ogle 

County a healthier, more compassionate place. A place that is 

kind. And that is price- less. 

Directorôs Note continued: 

Brion Brooks 

Special Olympic Tennis 

In July, the Village of Progress participated in our first Special 

Olympics Tennis Skills Competition. It was held in Oaklawn, IL. 

We ended up with two golds, three silvers, a third, and a fourth. 

Congratulations to everyone that participated! 
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Congratulations to the Cacciatore team for winning first place at The 

John Herrmann Golf Play Day! 

Enthusiastic golfers and supporters helped us raise almost $20,000 for the 

Village of Progress Foundation.  Generous sponsors and donors along 

with fun participants and volunteers were the key to a successful day. 

Those who attend the Village are truly fortunate to have such supportive 

friends. We would like to give special  

recognition to the Cacciatore team who won 

and graciously donated winnings back to The Village of Progress.  

We can not brag enough about our top notch 

sponsors, volunteers and donors, they make 

the difference every year in how successful 

our golf play day is at raising funds for the  

Attendance Grant Program. Anderson-King LTD Å Assured Partners Å 

Bauer Family Å  Byron Wealth Management Å Cacciatore Family Å 

Constellation Å Country Financialï Mike Guzman Å Gary & Susan Da-

vis Å DD Homes Å  Don & Nancy Etnyre Å FN Smith Corporation Å Do-

ris & Gary Ferb Å  Gallagher Global Brokerage Å Bill Geist Å Gray 

Hunter Stenn LLP Å  Larry & Joyce Groenhagen Å 

H.A. International Å Harvard State Bank Å Herrmann Family Å Paul & 

Kathryn Lieving Å  Dan Manning Å Martin & Co. Excavating Å Chris & 

Traci Mueller Å  Butch Peters Å Prescott Brothers Å Rochelle Communi-

ty Hospital  Å Jim Sibigtroth Å Smith Law Group Å Stillman Bank Å Mark 

& Kathi Tremble Å The Village Bakery Å The Wills Family Å Kelly Wirth Å  

Woods Å  Xcel Orthopedics Å  The Young Family Å Youngberg Indus-

tries Å Jim & Vicki Zalzalah.   

We would also like to give a  huge shout out to a few folks that 

help us out with our auction and raffle table items - Jim Kaufman 

at SuperValu in Oregon - Tom Larson with Youngberg Industries - 

Kelly Wirth - Dan Manning - Brett Herrmann with Bergstrom - 

Butch Peters - Jeff Carr. These folks help donate almost every-

thing you can win by raffle or bid,  along with organizing many 

foursomes. They are responsible for generating thousands of  

dollars for the Attendance Grant Program. 

The  Attendance Grant Program is a unique benefit provided by the Village of Progress. It 

lets individuals who are on the stateôs waiting list attend the Village on a part-time basisð

free of charge. To learn more about our Attendance Grant Program or our John Herrmann 

Golf Play Day visit our websiteð https://villageofprogress.org. 

The John Herrmann Memorial Golf Play Day 
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All proceeds from TOSOC benefit the Village of 
Progress Attendance Grant Program. The  
Attendance Grant Program lets individuals 
who are on the stateôs waiting list attend the 
Village on a part-time basisðfree of charge.  



Dave Bakener, who joined the Village of Progress in 2014 as its 
accountant, put away his pencils and spreadsheets for the last 
time on July 25.  

Daveôs retirement brings to a close his long and accomplished 
career in finance.  

After graduating from Northern Illinois University with a degree in  
accounting in 1971, Dave joined Kable Distribution Services as 
its Treasurer. In that position, Dave oversaw virtually all aspect of 
Kableôs financial and accounting functions.  

When Bob Gilmore, the Villageôs former accountant, announced his plans to retire, Dave  
applied for the position and was hired in June 2014.  

The Villageôs Executive Director, Brion Brooks, said, ñDave was the first new member of the  
administrative staff that I had the privilege of hiring. And I couldnôt be happier with that  
decision. Heôs been such a selfless and dedicated worker for the Village.ò 

Dave has commented that his experience at the Village has been both ñwonderful and event 
filled.ò  Dave cited the opening of the Village Bakery, the flood of 2017, the Covid pandemic, 
and shepherding the agency through two different accounting systems as among the most  
significant professional accomplishments and challenges.  

When Dave was asked to summarize his experience here, he said, ñMy ten years at the  
Village of Progress have been the best years of my work life. Thatôs because the Village 
oozes with mercy and compassion for their clients and each other. Itôs not just the  
employees, but the volunteers, Board of Directors, contributors, etc.ò 

Daveôs successor is Kathy Groenhagen, who brings with her 18 years of nonprofit financial 

leadership.   

We are excited to announce that Kathleen (Kathy) Groenhagen 

has become the Village of Progressô next accountant. 

Kathy started on July 1st. She has been working alongside 

Dave until his last day on July 25th.  

Kathy earned an MBA in Business Administration and Finance 

in 1999. Prior to joining the Village, she worked at Serenity 

Hospice & Home as the CFO since 2007. 

Kathy commented, ñI am excited to be part of such a respected organization. The Village of 
Progress offers so many valuable services to our community.ò 
  
Please join us in welcoming Kathy to the Village of Progress family.  
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A New Face  

Dave Bakener Retires 



IN KIND - Oregon Park District in partnership with the Northern 

Illinois Food Bank and several Churches ï donated food & box 

lunches Å Patty Powers ï made and donated clothing protec-

tors Å Merlinôs Greenhouse donated flowers. 

VILLAGE & FOUNDATION - Nareman Abdallah Å Rehanna 

Abdallah Å Brad & Ann Auker Å Karen Bonnell Å Kevin Brehm Å 

Craig & Lu Anne Cann Å Joanne & Kevin Carr Å Constellation 

Matching Grant Å Randy & Terry Criddle Å Larry & Deb Drew Å 

Randy & Sandie Ebert Å Kristen Eckardt Å Don & Nancy Etnyre Å 

Teresa Fearer Å First Presbyterian Church of Rochelle Å Dennis Flanagan Å Don & Myrle Fuller Å Dave 

& Cindy  Gesin Å Larry & Joyce Groenhagen Å Jason Hammer Å Robin Henry Å Erin Herrmann Å Greg & 

Vickie Hilliard Å Steve & Yong Cha James Å Reuben & Kay Johnson Å Tamara & John Koebler Å Tom 

Koebler Å Cynthia & Ronald Koehler Å Roger & Connie Kohlmier Å Mike & Sharon 

Kohlstedt Å Bernard Kopp Å Karen & Ron Larson Å Tim & Kathy Leary Å Rebecca 

Little Å Julie Mann Å Tom & Becky May Å John Moehle Å Phil Nye Å 

Oregon Mercantile Å Nancy Miller Å  Neal Pavlus Å Patricia Piwon-

ka Å Pine Creek Christian Church Å Polo Lions Club Å  Jan 

Prose Å Rock River Multisport Å Rockvale Township Å Jennifer 

Rodriguez Å Barbara Rosenbalm Å Carrie Schier Å Levi Schier Å 

James & Karen Schmidt Å Michele Schnorr Å Terry Schuster Å 

Second Hand Rose Å Susie Smith Å Barbara Snyder Å Richard 

Stegemann Å Joan Sundvall Å Sharon Thunberg Å Benjamin Wagner Å Jim & Connie 

Whetsel Å Margaret Wolf Å Sheryl Wolff Å Karen Young Å Larry & Joan Young Å  

PLAYDAY -  Andersson ïKing Å Assured Partners Å Bauer 

Family Å Byron Wealth Management Å Cacciatore Family Å 

Constellation Å Country Financial - Mike Guzman Å Gary & Susan Davis Å DD 

Homes Å Don & Nancy Etnyre Å FN Smith Å Gary & Doris Ferb Å Gallagher 

Global Brokerage Å Bill Geist Å Gray Hunter Stenn LLP Å Larry & Joyce Groen-

hagen Å HA International Å Herrmann Family Å Paul & Kathryn Lieving Å Dan 

Manning Å Martin & Co. Excavating Å  Chris Mueller Å 

Butch Peters Å Prescott Brothers Å Rochelle Community Hospital Å Jim 

Sibigtroth Å Smith Law Group, P.C.Å Stillman Bank Å Mark & Kathi Tremble Å 

Wills Family Å Kelly Wirth Å 

Woods Å XCEL Orthopedics Å 

Larry Young Å  Youngberg In-

dustries Å Jim & Vicky Zalzalah Å  

In Memory of: Harlene  

Alderks Å Thomas Cooper Å David Snyder Å . 
 

In Honor of: Bob Groenhagenôs Birthday Å Tim Koebler Å   

. 

THANK YOUé. Our ability to maintain  

meaningful and effective programs for  

Ogle County adults with disabilities  

depends on your donations &  

volunteer efforts! 

Donations to the Village of  Progress & Foundation  
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In an effort to increase our exposure in the community, the Village of Progress  

continues to create a variety of small group outings. Our goal is to promote and  

improve self-advocacy, informed decision making, budgeting/money skills and  

greater life experiences. Everyone is able to choose the activities they want to  

participate in each time.  

Exploring Our Community!  

Hiking Club 

Special Olympic 

Torch Run 

Golf Play Day 

Cycling Club 

Badger Mine Tour 

Rockford Rivets  

Oregon Parks  

Volunteer Day 

Making  

Music @  

Park West 


