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There’s an old phrase, “The more things change, 

the more they remain the same.” That is, even as 

things outwardly change, their inward character 

remains largely unchanged. 

I wonder if the opposite is also true, “Even as 

things seem the same, they’re constantly chang-

ing.”  

Take the Village of Progress, for example. Compare our operations from a dozen 

years ago and in many ways, you’d think that nothing has changed. Then, as today, 

you’d see a half dozen paratransit buses arriving every morning to bring our men and 

women to the Village and then lining up each afternoon to take them back home. 

Then, as today, we have the same number of buildings on our campus, the same 

walking lane and garden.  

Yet even as things seem the same outwardly, the Village has seen tremendous 

change. In the eleven years since I arrived here, for example, we’ve been buffeted by 

several outward forces: a major flood, a year-long world-wide pandemic, and a state 

political budget impasse that lasted for years that crippled many service agencies.    

The Village’s staff has changed, too. Many employees, from administrative staff to  

supervisors, have retired. Others have left for other career opportunities. New faces 

have come in, with new visions and ways of leading.  

In this issue of our newsletter, for example, you’ll read about the retirement of Donna 

Mattison after over 50 years of service to the agency. And you’ll read about her  

replacement, Mindy Johnson, who brings new ideas. 
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Our programs have changed, too. The Attendance Grant 

Program is now ten years old and has assisted many people 

with disabilities, who can now attend the Village even while 

the state drags its feet for years to grant them funding. The 

Village Bakery will be eight years old this year. It has 

brought change to the Village – and the community – that no 

one could have foreseen. Another change underway is the 

development of the Hill Street Neighborhood in Mount  

Morris, offering a whole different approach to integrated 

housing for adults with disabilities.  

The services we offer have changed in their focus as well. 

Until the last few years, the Village had continued to follow 

the traditional sheltered workshop model of providing  

subminimum wage work inside our facility. Now, things have 

changed dramatically. The vast majority of our work is  

performed in the community – and at minimum wages.  

Likewise, the Village has added a wide range of enrichment 

opportunities – sports outings, meals at restaurants, 4H,  

educational classes, bicycle club, and a library club, to name 

a few. Instead of spending the vast amount of their time 

within the Village’s campus, individuals are encouraged and 

expected to go out and explore the world around them.  

Even as things seem to stay the same outwardly, they have 

changed tremendously on the inside. And yet, in one  

respect, the old adage remains true. For all of our internal 

transitions our mission hold fast – challenging our  

individuals to reach their potential both at work and in the 

community. In short, we aim to make their experiences at 

the Village the best part of their day, every day.  

Director’s Note continued: 

Brion Brooks 



Donna Mattison began her relationship with The Village of Progress immediately after grad-

uating from Oregon High School in 1969. She started as a volunteer. But after quickly falling 

in love with the agency, its mission, and the men and women it serves, she soon transi-

tioned to a full-time employee. 

In 1976, Donna took a year’s leave of absence to explore the possibility of living in Alaska. 

At the end of that year, Donna was back at the Village – more convinced than ever that it 

was the right place for her. She quickly moved up in the organization, eventually attaining 

the position of Program Manager – a position she held until her retirement. 

As Program Manager, Donna oversaw the staffing and supervision of the day to day  

aspects of the Village. Donna had a tremendous passion for her work and a tremendous 

love for the men and women who attended the Village.  

Brion Brooks, the Village’s Executive Director, frequently introduced her to visitors as “the 

heart and soul of the Village.” While many people have either strong interpersonal skills or 

strong organizational skills, Donna was the rare individual who excelled at both. Her talents, 

combined with her passion, has shaped the Village’s mission and work for the past five dec-

ades. 

“It will be hard to imagine this place without her,” Brion said. “She has left a tremendous leg-

acy – not just for the Village, but for the entire community. 

It is breathtaking to think of the positive impact that Donna has had on the many individuals, 

families, and friends of the Village.  
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Donna Mattison retires after 54 years 



Welcome Mindy Johnson 
Important 

Dates  

at  

The  Village of 
Progress 

 

———————— 
 

The John 
Herrmann Golf 

Play Day  

 
July 14, 2025 

 

Prairie View  
Golf Course  

 
Byron, IL  

 

———————— 
 

TOSOC 

Tour of Scenic   
Ogle County 

 

September 27, 
2025 

 

Cycling event  
at the Village 

 

———————— 
 

Annual Banquet 
 
 

October 22, 2025 
 

at 5:30  

 
St Mary’s  

Learning Center 
Oregon 
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On December 2, the Village  

welcomed Mindy Johnson as its 

new Program Manager. She  

became only the second program 

manager in the Village’s history, 

replacing Donna Mattison, who 

retired at the end of the year after 

54 years of service. Donna & 

Mindy were able to spend several 

weeks together. Mindy explained,  

“I’m looking forward to continuing 

the tremendous love and passion 

that Donna embodied for her work and the individuals we 

serve.”  
 

Mindy brings with her a wealth of experience in the  

developmental disabilities field. After working at Kreider  

Services as a QIDP, Mindy moved to DD Homes, a  

position she’s held for the past eight years. 
 

In her residential work, Mindy was responsible for  

developing, implementing, and overseeing disability  

services for residential homes. This included staff training 

and ensuring state and federal regulatory compliance. 

Mindy is a certified CPR/First Aid instructor, trainer for 

DSPs and Qs, and an instructor in Aggression  

Management and Crisis Prevention and Intervention. She 

is well versed in electronic record keeping and a lead  

trainer at DD Homes in the use of Therap, a widely used 

online documentation system. 
 

Mindy received her bachelor's degree and a master’s in 

business administration from Ashford University. The 

Village is excited to have Mindy join our team. If you  

happen to stop in, be sure to offer her a warm welcome. 

Johnson commented, “As the Village transitions, I feel 

blessed to be a part of it. I am very excited to be part of a 

team that challenges adults with disabilities to reach their 

potential at work and in the community. I can’t wait to see 

what the future holds for these amazing individuals”.  



Harlene is Retiring 

 
Harlene joined the Village of Progress in April 1987, 
and for nearly four decades, she brought joy and  
energy to everyone around her. A devoted fan of Shania 
Twain, Harlene was known to enthusiastically sing her 
favorite songs, filling the halls of VOP with music and 
laughter. 

But it’s her warm hugs and radiant smile that will  
forever be etched in the hearts of those who knew her. 
Harlene had a knack for making everyone feel special, 
whether it was through her playful sense of humor or 
her ability to share a hearty laugh with staff and  
volunteers. She loved a good chat, especially about 
what was for dinner or sharing treasured stories about 
her family. 

Harlene’s vibrant spirit has left an indelible mark on the 
Village of Progress, and she will be deeply missed by 
all in her retirement.  

The Village View, Winter 2025 page 5 

 

Yarn Sale & Craft Sale 

@ The Village of  Progress 

February 17, 18, & 19 

9:30am - 1pm 

Stan Bush and Michael  

Murray from the  

Constellation site  

in Byron presenting Brion 

Brooks a check from the  

Constellation Employee  

Giving Campaign. 

 

Special Thanks 



New Faces at VOP 
Mike Scully - We’re thrilled to welcome Mike to the 

Village of Progress team! Mike joined us in January 2025 

and comes to us from Polo, IL, where he lives with his sister 

and brother-in-law. With a love for bowling, swimming, and 

lending a helping hand, Mike brings energy and enthusiasm 

to everything he does. Known for his great sense of humor, 

Mike is a natural jokester who loves making people laugh. 

We’re excited to have him as part of the VOP family! 

 
 

Maria Beke - Please join us in welcoming Maria to 

the Village of Progress family! Maria joined us in  

January 2025, coming all the way from Cherry Valley. She 

loves staying active, exploring new activities, and sharing her 

creativity through coloring. Maria has a warm and kind heart 

and has already enjoyed connecting with new faces here at 

VOP. We’re excited to have Maria as part of our community! 
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Kiley O’Brien - Kylie joined our Attendance Grant 

Program at the end of January, and we’re excited to have her 

on this journey! She lives in Rochelle with her family and 

loves connecting with others. Kylie is eager to build new 

friendships, explore meaningful life experiences, and work 

toward opportunities for community employment. We can’t 

wait to support her as she reaches her goals! 

 
Jaymi Ramos - Jeremiah recently joined us as 

a Transition Student from the Oregon SOAR House, and 

we’re thrilled to have him! He stays active by swimming 

and playing sports, always bringing great energy to every-

thing he does. A dedicated helper, Jeremiah enjoys taking 

on cleaning tasks and contributing to our community. His 

joyful spirit and kindness make him a wonderful friend to 

all. We’re so excited to see him thrive with us! 



The Village of Progress is proud to offer two scholarships to residents of Ogle County. 

These are available to a high school senior who is disabled or is planning on attending 

college and majoring in an area related to the disabled, or a full-time undergraduate 

college student who is disabled or is majoring in an area related to the disabled. 

The first scholarship in the amount of $1,000 is made  

possible through a joint effort between The Larry Young & 

Friends Charities and The Village of Progress Foundation. 

Larry Young & Friends Charities partner with The Village of 

Progress Foundation every year to help make our annual 

golf outing a success. Larry Young also serves on the  

Foundation’s Board of Directors. 

Our second scholarship in the 

amount of $1,000 is made  

possible through the generosity of 

the Cacciatore Family. The  

Cacciatore family have been long time supporters of the 

Village. Wanda served on the Village of Progress Board of 

Directors for 10 years beginning in 1988. She has served 

on the Foundation’s Board for almost 30 years. The  

scholarship honors her husband, Pete, who was also an 

enthusiastic supporter of the Village. Pete passed away in 

the fall of 2014, leaving behind a legacy of commitment to 

the Village and its mission. 

To be eligible for either scholarship, the student must: 

• Be a resident of Ogle County 

• Be either a high school senior who is disabled or is planning on attending college 

and majoring in an area related to the disabled, or a full-time 

undergraduate college student who is disabled or is majoring 

in an area related to the disabled 

Applications must be received by March 15, 2025, be  

completed on the Foundation application form, and include 

at least two written references. The financial status of the  

applicant is not a consideration. Those wanting an  

application are encouraged to visit  our website  

villageofprogress.org. or scan the URL code.  

Scholarship Opportunity 

Last years winner Sarah Stevens  

pictured with Larry Young. 

Last years winner Grace Pfeiffer  
pictured with Wanda Cacciatore. 
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In Kind:  Mary & Jeff Meiners • Jim Reindel • Oregon United Methodist Church 

Village & Foundation: Richard & Carol Anderson •Kevin Brehm • Wanda Cacciatore • 

Kila Christensen • Constellation Matching Program • Samantha Dopke • Rhonda  

Dowdy • Larry & Deb Drew • Kristy Eckardt • Dennis Flanagan • Jason Hammer • Bill & 

Marge Lindenmier • Sue McLane-Pfleger • Patricia Piwonka • Jan Prose • Gary &  

Diane Roos • Sharon Thunberg • Karen Young • Donna 

Mattison • Margaret Wolf •  

Wishlist Response: Awatef Abdallah • Nareman  

Abdallah • Mary Agre •  Anderson Feed Co. • Richard & 

Carol Anderson • Sid Anderson • Roger & Marjorie 

Asplund • Marian Baker • Brian Balch • Brad & Donna  

Bauer • Ed & Karen Baylor • Gale & Gerald Beck • Hattie  

Boegel • Rebecca Brown • Ronald Bry • Gary & Beverly 

Bunger • Mike & Susan Burke • Constellation Employee 

Giving Campaign • Byron Women’s Club • Casey Campbell • Craig & Luanne Cann • 

Catholic Daughters of America • Lynette Carmichael • Jon & Julie Champley • Tom & 

Jan Champley • Janice Christ • Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church • Lorene Coy • 

Ronald & Alice Craven • Jack Crisham • Larry & Joyce Davis • Susan Davis •  Dement 

Township • Dixon Auto Body • Samantha Dopke • Larry & Deb Drew • Ebenezer  

Ladies • Randall & Sandra Ebert • Ken & Carol Eichholz • Elim Reformed Church • 

Richard & Linda Faivre • Bill & Mary Ann Fearer • Teresa Fearer • Earl & Kayla  

Fleming • Scott Fletcher • Forreston Grove Church • Friendly Society • Tom & Lisa 

Gale • Clyde Gelderloos • Dave & Cindy Gesin • James & Joan Giblin • Grand Detour 

Township • Billy & Noralee Gray • Gene & Kathy Green • Sandra Greenfield • Gary & 

Joan Groenhagen • Larry & Joyce Groenhagen • Robert 

Groenhagen • Dorothy Grover • Guist Agency • Steven & 

Dixie Hammer • Bob & Myrna Hanes • Robert & Diana 

Hanson • Lowell Harp • Herbert & Marcella Haushahn •  

Brett & Brenda Herrmann • Phyllis Herrmann • Greg & 

Vickie Hilliard • Holcomb Bank • Pat Jo Holm • James & 

Nancy Hopkins •  Carol Houston • Angie Inska • Steve & 

Yong Cha James •  Jeff & DeAnne Janke • Lynn 

Kereven • Tom & Sharon Klein • Tom Koebler • Mike & 

Sharon Kohlstedt • Bernard & Sara Kopp  

Donations to the Village of  Progress & Foundation 
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Raymond Kump • Ellen Laurent • Tim & Kathy Leary • Leaf 

River Lions • Lighthouse United Methodist Church • Shirley 

Le Mar • Judith Leonard • Dale & Sherry Letcher • Deb & 

Chip Lewison • Marge & Bill Lindenmier • Deb Lowry • LPL 

Financial • Steve & Marjorie Lundquist • Julie Mann • Roger 

Martin •  Kevin Marx • Robert Massey • Janet McMillan • 

Thelma & Norma Meeks • Melinda Meiering • Dirk &  

Jennifer Meminger • Bryan Merrill • Betty Jean Messer • 

Karen Miller • Nancy Mil-

ler •  John Moehle • Dan & 

Jean Mongan • Sandra Nettz • Robert & Linda Newcomer • 

Julia Nordman • Roger Nordman • Tiffany O’Brien • Tim & 

Beverly O’Brien • Ogle County Circuit Clerk’s Office  

Employees • LeAnn Oltmanns • Oregon GFWC Woman’s 

Club • Oregon Lions Club • Jon & Donna Ortman • Jodi & 

Kurt Pearson • John & Cathy Pearson • Joanne Pennock • 

Butch Peters • Richard Petrizzo • Pine Rock Township • 

Nick & Charity Prose • Julie & Greg Reckamp • Kim & Mary Rick • River Source Life Ins. • 

Rochelle Chiropractor • Rochelle Community Hospital • Rock River Energy • Jim & Vada 

Rosenbalm •  James Ryan • Marie & Mike Schimanski • 

Mark Scholl • Terry Schuster • Scott’s RV •  Susan 

Sevedge • Margaret Siddens • Dave & Sharon Smith • 

Barbara Snyder • Judy Snyder • Diane Stahl • Pam 

Steele • Sheryl Stern • Don Stevens • Jamie, Marybeth & 

Zach Stewart • Frank & Dianne Swingel • Bill & Kay Tal-

lyn • Mark & Kathi Tremble • Rob & Karen Urish • Todd 

Van Briesen • Robert VanStedum • Sharon Wallace • 

White Pines Ranch • Mark & Linda Wills • Jackie & Jenny 

Wirth • Kelly Wirth • Margaret Wolf • Mary Ann & Wally 

Wolter • Jonette & Gary Wood • Larry & Joan 

Young • Dick & Cecelia Zimmerman •  

Memorials: Ralph & Edith Davis • Linda  

Guzman • Bill, Lorretta, & Tammy Sigler •  

In Honor of: Tom & Jan Champley • Robert 

Groenhagen • Doug Lieving • Kim Stahl •  

THANK YOU…. Our ability to maintain  

meaningful and effective programs for  

Ogle County adults with disabilities  

depends on your donations &  

volunteer efforts! 

Donations to the Village of  Progress & Foundation 
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Kickball 

In an effort to increase our exposure in the community, the Village of Progress  

continues to create a variety of small group outings. Our goal is to promote and  

improve self-advocacy, informed decision making, budgeting/money skills and  

greater life experiences. Everyone is able to choose the activities they want to  

participate in each time.  

Exploring Our Community! 

Dog Therapy 

 

Nicolas  

Conservatory 

NIU Huskie Game 

Northwest Territory 

Historic Center 

Rustic Ridge  

Axe Throwing All Aglow 

Ice Hogs Hockey Game  

Dog Therapy 

Byron Library  
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 The  
Village 
Bakery  
is Open 

7am — 2pm 

7 days a 
week  

 

The Village is funded in part by the 
Ogle County Community Mental 
Health (708) Board), United Way, 

Etnyre Foundation & Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation  


