
Directorôs Note:  
 

Iôm very excited to share with you something thatôs been in the 

works for several years. 

Those who know about the Village of Progress know that one 

of our core goals is creating ways to integrate the community 

with those who have developmental disabilities. Taking the  

Village into the community, as we say. Over the years, the Village has done this by 

bringing groups to restaurants, sporting events, parks, libraries, and recreation  

centers. And we do it through our Village Bakery, our Cleaning Service, on-site work  

opportunities, the bike club, and others.  

Itôs not just a way to let men and women with disabilities see more of the world around 

them (though thatôs clearly part of it). We also do this to introduce the community to  

people with disabilities; giving the public the opportunity to see them for who they are 

ï men and women who simply want to be accepted, heard, and respected.  Men and 

women who each have their unique hopes, fears, and dreams. 

In other words, we want in the community to think about men and women with  

disabilities as unique and varied as everyone else. As we say in our values statement: 

ñWe believe that interaction with the community, even one person at a time, has value 

in changing perceptions about those with disabilities.ò  

For many years the Village has dreamed of creating a community where people with 
and without developmental disabilities can live together. Iôm excited to report that the 
dream is now becoming a reality.  

The community is called ñHill Street Neighborhoodò and will be located on the North-

east area of Mount Morris, IL. Hereôs a drawing of the proposed site. Itôs comprised of 

12 single and double-occupancy duplexes (24-30 individuals), a community building, 

and a 4-acre park.  
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Unlike most providers of housing for adults with  

disabilities, each tenant will be able to select their own 

personal service providers based on their individual 

needs.  

The community building will have an office for a full-time 

staff person to assist the residents when they encounter 

unexpected difficulties. The building will also be available 

for telehealth conferences, meetings with residentsô social 

workers and care providers, etc. There will also be a  

community room where classes can be offered on a varie-

ty of subjects (gardening, basic home maintenance, laun-

dering, etc.) or for club meetings, or birthday parties.  

Our hope is that letting each resident with a disability have 

a voice in shaping their own unique array of support ser-

vices will allow them to live as interdependently as possi-

ble. And creating a community that is integrated with peo-

ple who do not have disabilities will make that life just a 

little more like our lives. After all, for most people with dis-

abilities the greatest gift they can receive is the  

opportunity to live as ónormalô a life as possible.  
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New Additions 

B  2024 

 

Our trip down state at ISU for Special 

Olympic Bocce consisted of Sylvia and 

Megan receiving 1st place medals  and 

John earning a second place medal. 

During our trip we  

attended opening  

ceremonies, tried Dippin 

Dots ice cream and  

visited souvenir stands. We enjoyed eating in 

the cafeteria and sleeping in the dorms at 

ISUðjust like  full time students. 

Everyone always enjoys the energy that is cre-

ated at the events and meeting new friends. 

Eddie Vonasch:  

Eddie became part of the VOP team in 

July, joining us one day a week through 

our attendance grant. He lives in Oregon 

with his mom, stepdad, and sister. Eddie 

enjoys exploring Oregon, spending quali-

ty time with his family, browsing the in-

ternet, and bowling. 

 

Kolby Harrolle:      

Kolby relocated to Oregon in June 

and joined the VOP five days a 

week in July. He has a passion for 

art and drawing, enjoys watching 

anime, playing video games, and 

loves to go bowling. 

 



The Village Bike Club  
This summer we will log over 600 hours in our Village Bike Club. Over two  
dozen volunteers ride specially designed side-by-side tandems with individuals from 
the Village. Our bike club is immensely popular and a great way for the community 
and the Village to regularly engage in a shared activity. Our fleet has recently in-
creased due to a generous donation from some local cycling enthusiasts to include 
six 21 gear tandem bikes, a trailer and one tandem electric. We want to offer a spe-
cial thank you to all the volunteers that make this program possible each year. Our 
folks are sad as each season draws to a close. 

 Additional volunteers are always welcome and ride schedules are flexible. We are 
also looking for subs and folks that just ride for part of the season. Call 815-732-
2126 and talk to Sherri for more information about cycling.  
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Local VOP Scholarships Awarded 
For over 25 years the Village of Progress Foundation has presented two 

educational scholarships to folks in Ogle County. Applicants must be a 

resident of Ogle County and a high school senior or  

full-time college student who either has a disability or is majoring in an 

area that serves those with disabilities. 

One of the scholarships, in the amount of $1,000, is made through a 

gift from Larry Young & Friends Charities. Larry Young & Friends  

Charities partners with the Village of Progress Foundation to help make 

our annual golf outing a success. Larry Young also serves on the Foun-

dationôs Board of Directors. 

This year a scholarship through the Larry Young & Friends Charity was 

given to Sarah Stevens. Sarah is a senior at Oregon High School. She 

will be pursuing a degree in the allied health science with the goal of be-

coming a cardiovascular perfusionist. Sarah wrote that she has a deep 

passion for helping others and tries to use every opportunity available to impact the lives of others. 

Sarahôs reference commended her for her great enthusiasm, mental toughness, resilience, and  

determination, which will help her overcome many obstacles. 

The second scholarship, in the amount of $1,000 is made through the generosity of the Pete & 

Wanda Cacciatore Family. The Cacciatores have been long time supporters of the Village of Pro-

gress. 

Wanda was a member of the Village of Progress Board of Directors 

for 10 years beginning in 1988 and has served on the Foundationôs 

Board for over 25 years. Her husband, Pete was also an enthusiastic 

supporter of the Village. Pete passed away in the fall of 2014,  

leaving behind a legacy of commitment to the Village and its mission. 

This year a scholarship through the Cacciatore Family was given to 

Grace Pfeiffer. 

Grace attends the University of Wisconsin Platteville. She is  

participating in Palmer 3+1 program and she plans to pursue  

further training in functional medicine. Functional medicine focuses 

on the root cause of the patientôs illness to facilitate healing. Grace 

has been fighting the effects of Lyme disease since the age of 13. 

She reports having wonderful doctors that have walked alongside her 

during her health challenges.  

To learn more about scholarship opportunities visit the news and events section at 
www.villageofprogress.org. 

Pictured: Sarah Stevens, Oregon 

High School Senior with Larry 

Young, Board Member of The  

Village of Progress Foundation. 

Pictured: Grace Pfeiffer, Davis Junction, 

IL with Wanda Cacciatore, Board  

Member of The Village of Progress 

Foundation. 

http://www.villageofprogress.org


Summer Celebration 
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