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One of the greatest longings for adults with develop-

mental disabilities is something that many of us take 

for granted. To live a normal life. 

Yes, going on outings and attending sporting events 

can be fun and exciting. But at the end of the day for 

many people at the Village, it’s the simple things that 

can be just as rewarding.  

A few years ago, we discovered that sitting out on a deck and enjoying the afternoon 

sun is one such enjoyment. In fact, this past-time became so popular that the existing 

deck was quickly becoming too small to accommodate everyone. 
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That led us to seek a grant from the Etnyre Foundation that 

we could use to expand the deck. Etnyre responded with a 

gift of approximately $3,300.  By converting the grant into a 

challenge, we were hoping to raise enough donations to pay 

for the approximately $10,000 project.  

And so, in our Spring newsletter we issued the challenge. 

The Etnyre grant would be leveraged to contribute fifty cents 

for every dollar raised to build the deck. 

Your response was overwhelming. By the end of our chal-

lenge, 85 families contributed over $20,000! We were blown 

away.  

With the additional money raised, we were able to buy patio 

furniture and install an all-weather awning. The remaining 

funds will allow us to plant some shrubs, install bird feeders, 

and maybe even create a space for yard games. 

Since the deck was built this summer, its received virtually 

constant use. Many of our staff have commented that it was 

one of the best improvements for our clients that we’ve 

made at the Village.  

Living a normal life isn’t 

always easy when  

coping with a disability. 

But your generosity has 

helped many here at 

the Village move just 

one step in that  

direction. 

Thanks to all of you. 

Director’s Note continued: 

Brion Brooks 



Donations designated for the deck:   

Richard & Carol Anderson • 
Sid Anderson • Marian Baker • 
Brad & Donna Bauer • James 
& Cherie Bertsch • Leland 
Bierman • Brookville  
Township • Michael & Susan 

Burke • James & Renelle Carmichael • Craig & Luanne 
Cann • John & Beth Chase • Janice Christ • Jean  
Colbacchini • Rena Coy • Carol Daniels • Larry & Deb Drew • 
Randall & Sandra Ebert • Etnyre Foundation • Richard &  
Linda Faivre • First Presbyterian Church • Rhonda  
Fleener •Tom & Lisa Gale •Jim & Joan Giblin • Jeff & Michele 
Glen • Adam & Brittany Groenhagen • Chad & Kate  

Groenhagen • Larry & Joyce Groenhagen • 
David Guest • Kenneth & Delores Haak •   
Herbert & Marcella Haushahn • Holcomb Bank • Steve & Yong Cha 
James • Darlene King • Kiwanis of Byron • Tom & Sharon Klein • Tom 
Koebler • Bernard & Sandra Kopp • Tim & Kathy Leary • Shirley LeMar • 
Bill & Marge Lindenmier • Shirley Lovell • Ann Martin • Larry & Janice 
Martin • Sandra McCammond • Dirk & Jennifer Meminger • Betty  
Messer • Mary Mickey • Karen Miller • Robin Minnis • John Moehle • 
Monroe Township • Robert & Linda Newcomer • Juanita Orsted • Neal & 
Diane Pavlus • Ralphie’s BBQ  • Greg & Julie Reckamp • Ed Rice • Kim 
& Mary Rick • Rockvale Township • James & Vada Rosenbalm • Richard  
Rosinski • Rotary Club of Byron • Sharon Russell • Scott’s RV • Jim 
Sibigtroth • Lorretta Sigler • William Sikorski • Dave & Sharon Smith • 
Barbara Snyder • Kristin Stahl • Robert 
& Kathryn Stedum • Scott Stephens 
(State Farm) • Sheryl Stern • Sandy & 
JJ Stiles • Frank & Dianne Swingel • 

Bill & Kay Tallyn • Rob & Karen Urish • David Louis 
Vanguard • Nina & Tom Whetsel • Robin & Annette 
Williams • Raymond & Judith Wiltfang • Kathe Wil-
son • Jacqueline & Jennifer Wirth • Margaret Wolf • 
Gary & Jonette Wood • Karen Young 
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Annual Banquet Awards 

In October the Village held its Annual Banquet! We 

recognized several individuals for their outstanding 

service to the Village.  

Deanna Gregory received the Robert Stahl Friend-

ship Award. Two personal achievement awards were 

given: The John Herrmann Distinguished  

Improvement Award was given to Kim Weber and the 

Robert Moehle Personal Achievement Award went to 

Richard “JR” Dunseth. 

Sylvia King was singled out to receive 

the Carly Heller Special Olympian Award 

and Austin Henry was acknowledged 

for his good sportsmanship with the 

Coach Cookie Warren Memorial Award. 

Chris Martinez was honored with the 

Fred Smith Competitive Employment 

Award for his work at Crest Foods, The 

Village Bakery and The Village Cleaning 

Service. 

In addition to extending recognition and thanks to those who work 

inside the Village, the night also provided an opportunity to recog-

nize the generosity of those out-

side our facility. The Rick Hahn Business of the Year was 

presented to Rockford 

IceHogs. 

The Village was honored to 

extend the Janie Etnyre Vol-

unteer of the Year award to  

Dave Gesin. Finally, the 

Robert Stouffer Special Recognition Award was given this 

year to the Byron Public Library  for being such a great 

resource and true friend to the Village. The Annual Banquet 

is more than a night of awards given and received. It’s a 

night of thanks extended and gratitude returned. And that is 

what makes it such a wonderful place to spend an evening. 
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The 9th annual TŌSOC – the Tour of Scenic Ogle County was on Saturday, September 

28th. Riders started pulling into the Village’s parking lot to unload their bikes and pump up 

their tires about 6:45 a.m. – registration opened at 7:00 a.m. By the time registration 

closed, about 300 cyclists had signed up and were out on 

the road. TŌSOC was developed with the help of Oregon 

resident and cycling enthusiast Scott Stephens. Stephens 

was instrumental in developing a number of biking routes 

around Ogle County, including the TOSOC routes.  

 

TŌSOC has three cycling routes to 

choose from. The first is a 10 mile family ride through Oregon. 

Developed with the help of the Oregon Park District, this ride tours 

a number of the city’s parks. A 32 mile route takes cyclists 

through Grand Detour (stopping at the John Deere Historical  

Museum) and the Nachusa Grasslands for Bison viewing; a 62 

mile loop adds in some of the scenic areas north of Mount Morris 

and west of Daysville.   

 

By the end of the day, TŌSOC netted almost $14,000 for 

the Village’s Attendance Grant Program. Attendance 

Grants were developed by the Village in 2014 because so 

many people with disabilities, people who are entitled to 

services, cannot receive them due to Illinois lacking the 

funding. TŌSOC proceeds will provide over 160 days of 

attendance. Attendance Grants are awarded to men and 

women in Ogle County, enabling them to attend the Village on a part time basis. Search 

TŌSOC on Facebook for pictures and for more information email   

TOSOC@villageofprogress.org. 

The 9th Annual TOSOC  - 2024 

 Thank you to the BEST  

SPONSORS and VOLUNTEERS! 

mailto:TOSOC@villageofprogress.org


Abby’s Wolf Pack • Assured Partners • Brad & Donna Bauer • Byron Wealth  
Management • Constellation • Crest Foods • Jack Crisham • Gary & Susan Davis • 
Don & Nancy Etnyre • E.D. Etnyre & Co. • F.N. Smith Corporation • Felker Foods • 
Fischers, Inc. • Green River Cyclery • KSB • Oregon Lions Club • Oregon McDonald’s • 
Rochelle Community Hospital • Sauk Valley Bank • Snyders in Oregon • Sterling Fed-
eral Bank • Stillman Bank • Frank & Dianne Swingel • Tess, Crull & Arnquist •The  
Village Bakery • Thrive Management Intelligence • Mark & Kathi Tremble • Sheryl 
Wolff • Larry & Joan Young 

David & Joan Abbott • Nareman Abdallah • Rehanna Abdallah • Dave & Jennifer  
Bakener • Kevin Brehm • Byron Museum District • Wanda Cacciatore • Craig & Luanne 
Cann • Chana United Methodist Church • John & Beth Chase • Jean Colbacchini •  
Constellation, Employee Matching • Crest Food Walking Club • Bob & Bobbi Cupp • 
Gary & Susan Davis • Larry & Deb Drew • Randy & Sandy Ebert • Kristen Eckardt • 
Kevin Erickson •  Linda & Richard Faivre • Tom Felker • Gary & Doris Ferb • Doreen 
Finn & Mose Glynn • Dennis Flanagan • Dave & Cindy Gesin • William & Susan  
Gilkerson • Jeff & Michele Glen • Golden K Kiwanis • Gene & Kathy Green • Gary & 
Joan Groenhagen •Dorothy Grover • Guist Insurance Agency • Kenneth & Delores 
Haak • Jason Hammer • Steve & Dixie Hammer • Mary Hayenga • Brett Herrmann • 
Phyllis Herrmann • Greg & Vickie Hilliard • Steve James • John & Diane Kenney • 
Chuck & Karen Kereven • Sara & Bernard Kopp • Tim & Kathy Leary • Bill & Marge  
Lindenmier • Mark & Myrna Lohman • James & LeeAnn Love •  Greg & Sara Macklin •  
Julie Mann • Roger Martin • Donna Mattison • Dirk & Jennifer Meminger • Nancy  
Miller • John Moehle • Monroe Township • Phil Nye • LeAnn Oltmanns • Patricia  
Piwonka • John & Tricia Plescia • Polo Women’s Club • Ralfie’s BBQ • Rochelle  
Chiropractic • Barbara Rosenbalm • Steve & Suzanne Rypkema • Arnold Schelling • 
Joan Snyder • Terry Schuster  & Pam Steele • David & Sharon Smith • Sheryl Stern •  
Stillman Valley Lions Club • Clinton Strouse • Sharon Thunberg • Roger Wick • Kathe 
Wilson • Karen Young 

IN KIND: Compeer Financial – Oregon office for donating wish list items • Steve &  
Dixie Hammer for donating gourds for Annual Banquet • Merlin’s Greenhouse for  
donating greenery for the Annual Banquet • Dave Nelson & Leona Nelson for donating 
pie slices • Oregon United Methodist Church for donating food •Oregon Snyders for 
donating mints for Annual Banquet • Oregon Wrestlers for donating apple cider  
donuts • Pine Creek Farm Stand for donating pumpkins. 

IN HONOR OF OR IN MEMORY OF: The 
Marriage of Philip H. Nye Jr. & Kathy  
Hollenbach • Donald Campbell • Ralph & 
Edith Davis • Kathy Forristal • Larry  
Hackbarth • Sandy Noser • Frank Reeverts • 
Shelby & Lenora Walker. 

THANK YOU…. Our ability to maintain  

meaningful and effective programs for  

Ogle County adults with disabilities  

depends on your donations &  

volunteer efforts! 

Donations to the Village of  Progress & Foundation 

The Village View, Fall 2024, page 8 

Donors and Sponsors of  the 9th Annual TOSOC   



 

New Faces at VOP 

Matthew Larson 

Matthew started coming to Village of Progress’s Park  

District days in 2024 with some friends from Byron. 

Once participating he decided he would like to attend 

the Village. Mathew signed up for the Attendance Grant  

Program and was given one day a week to start.  

Matthew likes to stay active playing sports, tinkering 

with items, and talking with peers and staff. 

Kari Smith 

Kari started attending the Village of Progress as a  

transition student and is happy to be back. Kari is very 

friendly and enjoys being around other people. She loves 

making new friends and help her mom babysit her niece 

and nephew. Kari also signed up for the Attendance 

Grant Program and was given one day a week to start  

attending the Village of Progress, while waiting for her 

name to be pulled off the PUNS list. 

Special Olympics Update 
Kolby Harrolle  

received 2nd place 

at the Special  

Olympic regional 

competition  held at 

Cherry Bowl in 

Rockford. This 

closed out the 2024 

season. Congratula-

tion Kolby!  

Megan Voss  & JR Dunseth  

participated in the inaugural unified 

Special Olympics cornhole  

competition held in Dekalb where 

everyone received ribbons. 
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The Oregon office of Compeer Financial  

stopped by the Village of Progress the other 

day with a wonderful surprise. Unbeknownst 

to us they went holiday shopping and  

surprised us with puzzles, craft kits,  

batteries, kitchen supplies, body care items, 

and crayons. Thank you for thinking of the 

Village, our folks are really looking forward 

to exploring all the fun new gifts! 

The  
Village 
Bakery  
is Open 

7am — 2pm 

7 days a 
week  

 
 The Village is funded in part by the 

Ogle County Community Mental 
Health (708) Board), United Way, 

Etnyre Foundation & Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation  

 

Cassie Hernandez and Shannon Pritchett  

from the Oregon Compeer Financial office. 



Christmas Card  

Contest 
We held our 51st annual Christmas Card Contest, open to  

entries from all the men and women that attend the Village. 

For the last 30 years Hub - Remsen Print Group, from  

Rochelle, has awarded certificates of participation and a 

small cash prize to all entrants. They also print each year’s 

winning card for use as both the Hub - Remsen Print Group 

and the Village of Progress Christmas cards.  

 

This year’s judges included Dawn Todd of the Village, Chris 

Haas and Tim Remsen of Hub - Remsen Print Group. They 

looked over twenty entries before selecting a design by  

Adam Oltmanns as the 2024 winning entry. Dan Smith took 

2nd place and Stacy Mitchell received 3rd place.  

Important 
Dates  

at  

The  Village of 
Progress 

 

———————— 
 

The John 
Herrmann Golf 

Play Day  

 
July 14, 2025 

 

Prairie View  
Golf Course  

 
Byron, IL  

 

———————— 
 

TOSOC 

Tour of Scenic   
Ogle County 

 

September 27, 
2025 

 

Cycling event  
at the Village 

 

———————— 
 

Annual Banquet 
 
 

October 23, 2025 
 

at 5:30  

 
St Mary’s  

Learning Center 
Oregon 

Adam Olatmanns  (who received 

1st place)  is 32 and has been 

part of the Village of Progress  

community since 2011. He loves 

playing games on his tablet, 

staying active through exercise, 

and being a member of the 

Anime Club. Adam is always will-

ing to try new experiences and 

broaden his horizons. 
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Kickball 

In an effort to increase our exposure in the community, the Village of Progress  

continues to create a variety of small group outings. Our goal is to promote and  

improve self-advocacy, informed decision making, budgeting/money skills and  

greater life experiences. Everyone was able to choose the activities they want to  

participate in each time.  

Exploring Our Community! 

Dog Therapy 

 

Ice Hogs Game 

Fun Week 

And so many  

more fun activities! 

Halloween Dance 

KickBall 

Special Olympics 

Niabi Zoo 

Cycling 

Jonamac Orchard 

Rivets Game 


