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Over the past few years, the Village has put a much 

greater emphasis on encouraging our individuals to  

explore the community around them in a more  

integrated way. Learning to navigate the community 

with greater independence helps people with disabilities 

to gain confidence and competence. But an important 

side benefit is that it introduces the community to our 

men and women. 

 

Consider a simple example. When a person 

with a disability sits down at a restaurant, 

opens a menu, and talks to a waitress, the 

individual expands their horizons by learning 

about restaurants, etiquette, and how to 

place an order. But did you also consider 

that the community benefits as well? It might 

be the first time that the waitress has ever 

encountered someone with a developmental 

disability in a one-on-one conversation. Both of their horizons expand. Both have the 

opportunity to learn about mutual respect and mutual empathy.  

 

Just a few years ago itôs probably safe to say that 

the majority of the people who attended the Village 

of Progress would have spent 90% of their week  

inside our building. Now, it is no understatement to 

say that virtually 100% of those who attend the  

Village have the option of spending most days a 

week engaged in activities outside the building and 

in the community. 



Tˈ˅ Vˉˌˌˁˇ˅ Vˉ˅˗ 

A quarterly publication of 
the Village of Progress, Inc. 
PO Box 418, 710 S. 13th St., 

Oregon IL 61061 

 

E˘˅˃˕˔ˉ˖˅ Dˉ˒˅˃˔ˏ˒ 

Brion Brooks 
 

Vˉˌˌˁˇ˅ ˏˆ P˒ˏˇ˒˅˓˓ 
Bˏˁ˒˄ ˏˆ Dˉ˒˅˃˔ˏ˒˓ 

 

President 
Jeff Glen 

Vice President 
Bill Lindenmier 
Treasurer 
Dirk Meminger 
 Secretary 
Tom Felker 

 

 
Tom Champley 
Kristy Eckardt 
 Don Etnyre 
 Gary Ferb 
April Glosser 

Merlin Hagemann 
Julie Mann 
Jamie Stewart 
Bill Tallyn 
Mark Tremble 
Linda Wills 

 
Vˉˌˌˁˇ˅ ˏˆ P˒ˏˇ˒˅˓˓ 
Fˏ˕ˎ˄ˁ˔ˉˏˎ Bˏˁ˒˄  

 

President  
Joe Clinton III 
Vice President 
Chris Martin 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Dave Smth 

 

 

Brion Brooks 
Wanda Cacciatore 
Pat Donahue 
Jeff Glen 

Brett Herrmann 
Dave Nelson 
Dave Smith 
Bill Tallyn 
Rob Urish 
Larry Young 

The Village View, Fall 2023, page 2 

Our work activities have shifted 

from in-house to community based. 

For example, over the past year, 

our men and women have made a 

combined 1,314 trips to Crest 

Foods to work on the packaging 

lines. We have also provided over 

450 opportunities for our individu-

als to work at Nash Recreation Center and Stronghold.  

 

In addition, we accompany individuals to 

clean at local churches, township  

offices, and the Oregon Coliseum. Weôve 

also recently started taking groups to 

Rockford periodically to help sort and 

stock the souvenir shop for the Ice Hogs 

Hockey Team. 
 

Our social activities have also become 

more diverse and more interactive with the community. Just 

in the past year alone, weôve offered: 2,500 opportunities to 

take part in small-group recreational activities; 400 bike 

rides with volunteers; over 1,200 opportunities to go on 

short, focused outings such 

as: lunch at local restaurants, 

hiking in local state parks, 

baseball games, picnics,  

volunteering at animal  

shelters, visits to the zoo, and 

even an occasional matinee 

at an area movie theater.  
 

In every case, there are two guiding lights that direct our 

path. First, does it encourage our men and women to  

explore the community? And second, does it offer the  

community a chance to interact with our men and women?  
 

Everyone benefits when everyone is included. 
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Christmas Card  

Contest 
We held our 50th annual Christmas Card Contest, open to  

entries from all the men and women that attend the Village. 

For the last 29 years Hub - Remsen Print Group, from  

Rochelle, has awarded certificates of participation and a 

small cash prize to all entrants. They also print each yearôs 

winning card for use as both the Hub - Remsen Print Group 

and the Village of Progress Christmas cards.  

 

This yearôs judges included Dawn Todd of the Village, Chris 

Haas and Tim Remsen of Hub - Remsen Print Group. They 

looked over thirty entries before selecting a design by  

Jessica Ackerman as the 2023 winning entry.  Sandra  

Braddock took 2nd place and Deanna Gregory received 3rd 

place.  
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Jessica (who received 1st place)  

has been part of the Village for over 

5 years.  Jessica enjoys almost all 

the activities offered and is always 

willing to work. Her artistic ability is 

shown off throughout the Village. 

She is a great friend to peers and 

her laugh lights up a room.  
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In an effort to increase our exposure in the community, the Village of Progress  

continues to create a variety of small group outings. Our goal is to promote and  

improve self-advocacy, informed decision making, budgeting/money skills and  

greater life experiences. Everyone was able to choose the activities they want to  

participate in each time.  

Exploring Our Community!  

Dog Therapy 

Ax Throwing 

Ice Hogs Game 

Pickle Ball 

And so many  

more activities! 

Oregon Girls  

Basketball Game 

Harry Potter 

Hiking Club 

Art Class 

Pumpkin Patch 



The Village Bike Club  

This summer we logged over 650 hours in our Village Bike Club. Over two dozen  

volunteers rode specially designed side-by-side tandems with individuals from the Village. 

Our bike club is immensely popular and a great way for the community and the Village to 

regularly engage in a shared activity.  Our fleet includes four 21 gear tandem bikes, two 3 

gear tandem bikes, one trailer and one tandem electric. 

Thank you to all the volunteers that make this program possible each year. Our folks are 

sad every year when the weather makes us stop and are already looking forward to next 

year!  Additional volunteers are always needed, the commitment can be flexible. We always 

need subs and folks that just ride for part of the season as we have a large number of 

teachers that ride from JuneðAugust.  Call 815-732-2126 and talk to Sherri for more  

information about cycling. 
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