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Since the Villageôs 50
th
 Anniversary back in 2019 (pre Covid ï 

seems like forever ago) Iôve been thinking a lot about how much 
services to people with disabilities has changed, and continues 
to change. 

Back in the 50ôs and 60ôs society often chose to place people 
with disabilities in institutions. Some of these facilities strove to 

provide quality services, some were little more than cold  
storage. But the one thing they all had in common ï segregating people with disabilities away 
from the general population. I remember as a child in public school, I and my classmates 
rarely had any interaction with students who had intellectual disabilities. They rode on  
separate buses, attended separate classes, even came and left through separate doors.  

During the second half of the twentieth century, society began to see the importance of trying 
to create a more ónormalô life for people with disabilities. Institutions were on the way out,  
replaced by ñgroup homesò for residential needs and ñsheltered workshopsò for vocational 

needs. This was a step in the right direction. But still, men and women with disabilities could 
go days and weeks living inside their bubble of peers and staff.  

Now, well into the 21
st
 century, new changes have developed. Governments have been  

promoting integrated employment and integrated social experiences. Yet while stating their 
goal, federal and state regulators have done little to actually promote such changes. Talk is 
cheap, and thatôs what many government policy setters excel até talk. 

Recently, though, the Village has been taking steps to remove that protective bubble that  
isolates so many of our men and women from the world around them.  

For work experiences, weôve been doing this through 
the Village Bakery. The Bakery gives our people  
experience at real-world jobs in a real-world  
environment. In the past year weôve also started to  

send small teams of workers to Crest Foods in Ashton. 
There they work at packaging food alongside Crestôs 
own employees. Itôs been a wonderful experience for 
our people and we have heard that Crest enjoys and 
appreciates them. 
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Directorôs Note Continued: 
Weôve also begun taking groups of 
two or three into the community. 
Every day one or two people go 
with a staff person to get the mail 

at the Post Office. They are  
getting to know the postal workers 
and how the mail works. Theyôre 
also taking trips to local restaurants where they learn how to  
order from a menu, how to talk to waitresses, and how to pay for 
their food.  

In addition, weôve begun taking small 
groups to do crafts and activities in the 
community ï painting ceramics,  
visiting animal shelters, line dancing, 

bowling, trips to the library. All in an 
effort to help them feel more  
comfortable in so-

cial settings and more confident interacting 
with the public. 

Itôs an exciting time to work in this area of 
social services. And itôs so rewarding to see 
our men and women expand their horizons 
and discover new areas of interest. 

Through it all, you have both supported 
our work and encouraged us to do even 
more. For this, as always, we give you so 
much thanks. 

Brion Brooks 
Congratulations on  

getting your food  

handlers certificate. 

Back row: JR Dunseth, 

Sylvia King, John  

Miller, Sharon Good. 

Front row: Nora 

Wojtalewicz, Kelli  

Nichols, Deanna  

Gregory. Not pictured: 

Jennifer  Meyers, 

Megan Voss and  

Ken Wright.  



 

Carl Nelson was a long and faithful  

supporter of the Village and its mission of 

serving those with developmental  

disabilities. Carl served on both the  

Village of Progress board from May of 

1994 until June of 2003 and the Village 

Foundation board from May of 1999  

until June of 2003. He served as both 

Vice President (July 1998-January 2002) 

and President (February 2002ï June 

2003) on the Village of Progress board. Carlôs son, Dave Nelson, 

has followed in his fatherôs footsteps and currently serves on the  

Village Foundation board.  
 

Carl J. Nelson, 93, Mt. Morris, IL. passed peacefully on December 6, 

2021 surrounded by his family. Carl was born on August 5, 1928 to 

Carl G and Eda W. Johnson Nelson in Chicago, IL.  He graduated 

from Senn High School, Chicago and attended Northwestern  

University, Evanston. He married Leona A. Hartje. Carl served in 

WW II (volunteered for duty) and the Korean Conflict (drafted) where 

he attained the rank of corporal before his honorable discharge in 

1953. Carl and Leona moved to Mt. Morris in 1960 where they 

raised their three children, Beth, David and Rick on the farm. In  

conjunction with farming, Carl had pursued and led a successful  

career in the television and film industry with numerous  

commercials, films and multi-media events to his credit.  
 

He also served on the Boards of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois, 

The Chicago Farmers (President), Lutheran Brotherhood, Ogle 

County 4-H Foundation, and Northern Illinois Synod of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America stewardship committee.  

He was a member of the Leaf River American Legion, Ogle County 

Farm Bureau (50 plus years) and volunteered with the Ogle County 

Sheriffôs Association. Carlôs faith-filled life led him to serve at St. 

James Lutheran on the church council, as a Sunday School teacher, 

Luther League sponsor for many Luther League conventions around 

the country, church usher and as the consummate acolyte  

instructor.  
 

Memorial gifts to the VOP in honor of Carl Nelson: 

 Kathryn Arnold-Stouffer Å Carl & Marilyn Berg Å Craig & Gretchen  
Carpenter Å Gary & Joan Groenhagen Å George & Rozann   
Groenhagen Å Joyce Groenhagen Å Robert & Leona Groenhagen Å 
Robert Hanson Å Mildred Knodle Å Judith Mc Nett Å Bill & Kay Tallyn Å 
Linda Wills Å Lindsay Wills Å Gary & Marge Wingert Å Wally & Mary Ann 
Wolter Å  
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The Village of Progress welcomed Nicholas Smith on 

11/30/21. Nicholas graduated from Oregonôs SOAR 

Program earlier in the spring. Nicholas lives with his 

family in the rural Kings area. He is attending the 

Village one day a week where he enjoys interacting with 

his new friends, playing BINGO, Wii bowling and other 

activities. His favorite activities involve video games and 

he is a loyal Cubs fan.  Nicholas is eager for spring at 

which time he wants to try the biking club.    

Welcome to the Village of  Progress 

 

 

Mike Fry  is a part time route driver for the Byron/Davis 

Junction Route. He was born and raised in Oregon, but 

currently lives in Mt. Morris. He is retired from the manufac-

turing world where he worked 20 years for Etnyre as a 

Senior Manufacture Engineer and 7 years for Guhring as a 

Tooling Engineer. Mike has been married to his wife, Mar-

cia, for 46 years. They have 2 children and 5 grandchildren. 

Mike retired from softball after playing for 25 years, but still 

enjoys playing golf on a very regular basis.   

 
Lynda Wade  is a part time route driver for the Byron/

Davis Junction Route. She has lived in Oregon most of her 

life. She currently works part-time in health care and part 

time in cosmetology along with driving a bus for the VOP. 

Lynda has 2 children. Her son is 27 and is a police officer 

in Arizona. Her daughter is 15 and just learning how to 

drive. Lynda loves reading, spending time with her kids 

and her 200lb Mastiff.   
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For 24 years the Village of Progress Foundation has presented educational scholarships to 

folks in Ogle County. Applicants must be a resident of Ogle County and a high school senior 

or full-time college student who either has a disability or is majoring in an area that serves 

those with disabilities. 

The first scholarship, in the amount of $1,000 is made through the generosity of the Pete &  

Wanda Cacciatore Family. The Cacciatores have been long time supporters of the Village of  

Progress. Wanda was a member of the Village of Progress Board of Directors for 10 years  

beginning in 1988 and has served on the Foundationôs Board for over 25 years. Her  

husband, Pete was also an enthusiastic supporter of the Village. Pete passed away in the fall 

of 2014, leaving behind a legacy of commitment to the Village and its mission. 

This year a scholarship through the Cacciatore Family was given to 

Gracie James. Gracie graduated from Stillman Valley High School and 

currently attends Kishwaukee College. Gracie wants to pursue a  

degree in special education at a University. Gracie has a heart for 

helping others. Throughout high school she volunteered for many  

organizations like Bread of Life Food Pantry, Carpenters Place, and 

Rockford Rescue Mission. She is a member of the National Honors 

Society. Gracie worked multiple jobs while maintaining her strong 

GPA. She is described as strong, confident, and responsible, with an excellent work ethic. 

The second scholarship, in the amount of $1,000 is made through a gift from Larry Young & 

Friends Charities. Larry Young & Friends Charities partner with the Foundation to help make 

its annual golf outing a success. Larry Young also serves on the Foundationôs Board of  

Directors. 

This year a scholarship through the Larry Young & Friends Charities 

was given to Madison Ost. Madison is a senior holding an above-4-

point GPA at Rochelle Township High School. Madison will be  

pursuing a degree in Occupational Therapy. Madison wrote about her 

desire to make a difference after observing an Occupational Therapist 

work with children with Autism and watching the therapist actually elict 

eye contact and smiles from the students which were previously   

staring at a wall. Each of Madisonôs references commented on the 

countless clubs and numerous recognitions that she has received over 

the years. 

To learn more about scholarship opportunities visit the news and events section at 

www.villageofprogress.org. 

Village of  Progress Foundation Scholarships 

http://www.villageofprogress.org


Village of Progress & Foundation Donations:   

Rehanna Abdallah Å Mary Agre Å Anderson Feed Co. Å Richard & Carol Anderson Å Sid Anderson Å   
Autumn on Parade Å Joe & Marian Baker Å Donna Bauer Å Gerald & Gail Beck Å David Brooks Å Brookville 
Township Å Larry & Becky Brown Å Ronald Bry Å Gary & Beverly Bunger Å Bob Burke Å Byron Womenôs 
Club Å Wanda Cacciatore Å Roger & Julie Cain ÅJim & Renelle Carmichael Å Lynette Carmichael Å Richard 
& Ruth Carter Å Casey Campbell Å Lu Anne & Craig Cann Å Catholic Daughters of America Å John 
Champley Å Tom & Jan Champley Å Allen Christianson Å Christ out Savior Lutheran Church Å John & Beth 
Chase Å The Church of Jesus Christ Å Karen Churney Å Joe & Dawn Clinton Å Berry Collier Å Rena Coy Å 
Ronald & Alice Craven Å Creston Boosters Å Jack Crisham Å Bob & Bobbi Cupp Å Carol Daniels Å Bill & 
Mary Davis Å Gary & Susan Davis Å Larry & Joyce Davis Å Sharon De Arvil Å Dement Township Å Charles 
Dilbeck Å Samantha Doapke Å Larry & Deb Drew Å Sherri Drew Å Randall & Sandra Ebert Å Ken & Carol 
Eichholz ÅDon & Nancy Etnyre Å E.D. Etnyre  Å Exelon Å Richard & Linda Faivre Å Teresa Fearer Å Gary & 
Doris Ferb Å First State Bank of Mendota Å Dennis Flanagan Å Forreston Grove Church Å Friendly Society Å 
Tom & Lisa Gale ÅCarol Garkey Å Clyde Gelderloos Å Dave & Cindy Gesin Å William & Suzanne  
Gilkerson Å Bob & Cheri Gilmour Å Kim Girton Å Jeff & Michele Glen Å April Glosser Å Jacqueline Gommel Å 
Linda Graber Å Grand Detour Town Fund Å Billy & Noralee Gray Å Gene & Kathy Green Å Sandra  
Greenfield Å Gary & Joan Groenhagen Å Larry & Joyce Groenhagen Å Robert & Leona Groenhagen Å  
Carla Grove Å Dorothy Grover Å Thomas & Laurie Guest Å Jason Hammer Å Steve Hammer Å Bob & Myrna 
Hanes Å Julie Hardesty Å Heather Hatch Å Jacob Hatch Å Herbert & Marcy Haushahn Å Don & Kathi Heller Å 
Roger & Linda Hellinga Å Scott & Kathleen Hendee Å Phyllis Herrmann ÅTom Hill Å Greg & Vickie Hilliard Å 
HMC Products, Inc. Å Holcomb Bank Å Hopkins Farms Å James Hopkins ÅPhil & Carol Houston Å Steve & 
Young Cha James Å Jeff & De Anne Janke Å Nancy Kay Å Julie Keck Å John & Diane Kenney Å June 
Kereven Å Lynn Kereven Å Golden K Kiwanis, Rochelle Å Knights of Columbus, Oregon Å Bernard & Sara 
Kopp Å Leaf River Lions Å Leaf River Township Å Tim & Kathy Leary Å Mary Lee Å Shirley Le Mar Å Bill & 
Marge Lindenmier Å Steve Lundquist Å Sandra Mc Cammond Å Donald & Janet Mc Millan Å Tina & 
 Cameron Mabrey Å Julie Mann Å Ray & Julie Mann Å Kevin Marx Å Ashley & R.J. McGarry Å Dirk &  
Jennifer Meminger Å Bryan Merrill Å Betty & Richard Messer Å Melvin & Judith Messer Å Jeffrey Mieners Å 
Nancy & Leslie Miller Å John & Clarice Moehle Å Molyneaux Å Dan & Jean Mongan Å Marjorie Moth-Pod Å 
Mike & Mary Mudge Å Robert & Linda Newcomer Å Timothy & Deborah Nier Å Timothy & Beverly OôBrien Å 
Randall & Nancy Ocken Å Oregon Healthcare Pharmacy Å Oregon Snyder Pharmacy Å Oregon United 
Methodist Church Å Oregon GFWC Womanôs Club Å Juanita Orsted Å Jonathan & Donna Ortman Å Neal & 
Diane Pavlus Å John & Cathleen Pearson Å Kurt & Jodi Pearson Å D. Richard Petrizzo Å Pinecrest Commu-
nity Å Pine Rock Township Å Sheryl Wolff-Pitts Å Jan Prose Å Nick & Charity Prose Å  Ralfieôs BBQ Å Kim & 
Mary Rick Å Rochelle Chiropractic Clinic Å Jennifer Rodriguez Å John Roe Å James & Vada Rosenbalm Å 
Barbara Rosenbalm Å Julie & Kevin Rude Å James Ryan Å Steve & Susan Rypkema Å Barbara Samsel Å 
Arnold Schelling Å Mark Scholl Å Terry Schuster Å Geraldine Schwarze Å Richard Scheer Å Susan 
Sevedge Å Womenôs Fellowship Seward Congregational Å Margaret Siddens Å William Sikorski Jr. Å Amy 
Sikyta Å Diane Stahl Å Dave & Sharon Smith Å Susie Smith Å Thomas & Myrna Snodgrass Å State Farm 
Matching Grant Å Sheryl Stern  Å Scott & Joyce Stephens Å Sandra & JJ Stiles Å Wayne & Rudella Suter Å 
Carl & Marie Swick Å Frank & Dianne Swingel Å William & Kay Tallyn Å Sharon Thunberg Å Pamela To-
bler Å Mark & Kathi Tremble Å Rob Urish Å Todd Van Briesen Å Village of Forreston Å Village of Progress  
Employees Å Sharon Wallace Å Dave & Mary Jane Warkins Å Paul Watson Å Steve & Donna Wells Å Carol 
Whaley Å Morris Wiener Å Nina & Tom Whetsel Å Margaret Williams Å Mark & Linda Wills Å Kathe  
Wilson Å Raymond & Judith Wiltfang Å Jenny & Jackie Wirth Å R.E. Wolber & Sons Å Margaret Wolf Å Sher-
yl Pitts Wolff Å Women of the Moose ï Mt Morris Å Gary & Jonette Wood Å Karen Young Å Youngberg  
Industries Å Richard & Cecelia Zimmerman Å   
 

In Memory of : Richard Countryman Å Ralph & Edith Davis Å Daniel Etnyre Å Deb Fane Å Matt Glaser Å 
Ken Green Å Pam Hammer Å Carly Heller Å Lisa Marie Iverson Å James Kereven Å Nancy Kubat Å Chuck 
Meeks Å Kevin Messer Å Steve Messer Å Robert & Eleanor Moehle Å Lewis & Lenore Mohr Å Pat Mohr Å 
Carl Nelson Å George & Pauline OôBrien Å Bill & Tammy Sigler Å Scott Smith Å Kathy Sowinski Å Bob 
Stahl Å Lenora & Shelby Walker Å Leonard & Vada Wood Å Clarence & Josephine Wright Å Donald & Della 
Young Å  
 

In Honor of : Tom & Jan Champley Å Robert & Leona Groenhagen Å  
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Sensory time - Who wants to participate? 

We held our 48
th
 annual Christmas Card Contest, 

open to entries from all the men and women that 

attend the Village. For the last 27 years Hub - 

Remsen Print Group, from Rochelle, has awarded 

certificates of participation and a small cash prize 

to all entrants. They also print each yearôs winning 

card for use as both the Hub - Remsen Print 

Group and the Village of Progress Christmas 

cards.  

This yearôs judges included Dawn Todd of the  

Village, Chris Haas and Tim Remsen of Hub - 

Remsen Print Group. They looked over about twenty entries before selecting a design by 

Rebeccah King as the 2021 winning entry.  Teresa Vaughn was awarded second 

place honors and Rachel Whiteôs card received third 

place recognition. 

Rebeccah began attending the Village in May of 2021.  

She lives with her mom outside of Byron and attends the  

Village full time. She takes great pride in her work. She  

recently started working a day at Crest Foods with the  

Villageôs work crew. Rebeccah likes arts and crafts,  

music, card games and going to church. She also enjoys  

volunteering in the community. 

48th Annual Christmas Card Contest 
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Chris Haas & Tim Remsen of Hub - Remsen Print 
Group along with several of the consumers that  
participated in the annual Christmas card contest. 

Rebeccah King  
first place winner! 

Teresa Vaughn 
took second place! 

 

Hands go up when sensory time is offered. A dark room is where it 
starts. Then we use a multitude of different tools ï soft 

music, a water fountain, a foot massager, weighted 
blankets, rocking chairs, a bubble tub, and  
aromatherapy lotions are some of the favorites. Most will 
close their eyes and quietly settle in, while others will get 
mesmerized by the lights. Dawn (DSP Supervisor) roams 
the room with lotions. Dawn commented, ñBottom line, it 

is about the human touch. Hold hands, from the elbow 
down communication ï that is 
what our group reacts most to.ò 
 

Staff and consumers are so excited that our sensory 
room has been able to reopen. We closed it at the  
beginning of COVID and have just recently been able 

to reopen. 
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Last year we took a Friday off from production work and declared it ñFun Dayò!  Consumers 

and staff spent the day playing games, grilling out, soaking up the sunshine, and enjoying 

each otherôs company.  We egg-raced around the lawn, tossed a ring around the Polar 

Plunge bear, and had a scavenger hunt around the walking path.  Some of our friends from 

Crest Foods, as well as a few special volunteers, helped us cook and serve lunch ï hotdogs, 

cheeseburgers, beans and chips! After lunch we returned outside for a surprise ice cream 

truck! We enjoyed our sweet treats under the shade tents. We wrapped up our day in the 

best way possible - taking a pie to the face! Three lucky staff had the pleasure of taking a pie 

to the face. It was a ñFun Dayò and we hope to make it an annual event. 

Favorite Friday From 2021 -  Fun Day 



The Village View, Winter 2022, page 9 

Holiday Highlights 

 

 


