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Itôs been quite the journey for the Village of Progress this 

year. Together, weôve faced challenges the likes of which 

weôve never encountered before. But we are coming back; 

and coming back strong.  

From mid-March through the end of August, the Village was 

in what might be best called hibernation. While we werenôt 

fulfilling out mission to serve adults with developmental  

disabilities, we were still actively working to honor our commitments to our contract clients. 

And so the staff spent their days filling in for consumers by assembling Wahl Clipper prod-

ucts and baling clothes from Angel Treasures. 

Near the end of the summer, Department of Human Services gave the Village and other 

training centers the green light to slowly start reopening. In August, we submitted our Covid 

plan to the state then welcomed back the first fifteen men and women. There was a sense of 

excitement as the men and women returned to a much- changed Village. Tables were 

spaced at least six feet apart, half the chairs were  removed from the cafeteria, masks, 

screening, and temperature checks were required by everyone. Much to everyoneôs relief, 

this first month went relatively smoothly. 

In September we invited another eight people back to the Village and were given permission 

to start sending two-person teams to serve the 16 residents at Stouffer Terrace. Again, a 

month has now passed and thereôve been no major hiccups. 

Now as we move into October, weôre incrementally increasing capacity again. First, weôve 

invited our half dozen friends from Hammer Terrace to return to the Village. Second, weôre 

launching a Virtual Day Service program where we can use video conferencing to reach out 

to the remaining individuals who havenôt yet returned. These Virtual Day Services are held 

daily and are intended to reduce isolation and provide emotional, mental, and (through  

exercise classes) physical stimulation.  
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In the meantime, the Bakery has continued to weather the  

pandemic storm. While the in-store dining has been closed all 

summer, the drive thru service has never been stronger.  

I am so proud of how our staff ï whether here at the Village, the 

Bakery, or our cleaning service ï has stepped up to meet this 

challenge. And Iôm humbled and amazed at the support of this 

community.  

Itôs been said that the front windshield is so much bigger than the 

rear-view mirror because whatôs in front of you is so much more 

important than whatôs behind you. This has been our philosophy 

throughout the pandemic. Look forward to what is coming at us 

next. Respond creatively, shore up our strengths, and prepare for 

the next uncertainty. 

This year has doubtless been the most challenging in the Villageôs 

50 year history. But with a dedicated staff, faithful men and wom-

en who we serve, and a loyal and loving community, we will get 

through this. The road ahead is uncertain, but we continue to 

move forward. Together.  
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Brion Brooks 

Retirements  

Shirley McPhillips and Louie Wehmhoefer, two long time em-

ployees,  recently retired from the Village of Progress. Shirley 

joined the Village in 1989, retiring after 31 years. Louie joined 

the Village in 1985, retiring after 35 years. Both will be missed 

by staff and the individuals we serve. Their years of service 

and their contributions to the Village are greatly appreciated. 



 
 

This year marked our 5th Annual Tour Of Scenic Ogle County (TOSOC) Ride. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as you all know, we made changes in how our ride occurred. Everyone 
was invited to ride TOSOC unsupported anytime between September 19

th
 and October 18

th
.  

There were no fees charged this year for the TOSOC ride, but as this is normally a fundraiser for 
the Village of Progress, donations and sponsorships were appreciated.  

As in the past, we still offered a TOSOC t-shirt with our favorite bison wearing a mask! Seems 
about right for 2020. The shirts were actually picked up at The Village Bakery where many of our 
folks work. 

We were thrilled with how many folks came out and enjoyed the ride. Thank you to everyone 
that supported us - both by sponsorship and individual donations. Together we made over 
$8,000, while everyone said they missed the volunteers and comradery, the ride was still a great  
experience. 

Again thank you! We really appreciate everyone that donated and sponsored our event! We  
believe over 400 people enjoyed a great ride, learned about the Village of Progress and  
experienced our beautiful scenic area. See all the photos on our Facebook Page by searching 
TOSOC or learn more about TOSOC by visiting our website at  http://villageofprogress.org/tosoc
-bike-ride/ .  

 

THANK YOU TOSOC Sponsors/Donors:   Ruth Andrews Å Central Bank Å Brad & 
Donna Bauer Å Karen Baylor Å Saad & Ashwaq Blaney Å Dr. David Brodnax Å Dennis Cheat-
wood Å Jeffrey & Ann Currie Å John & Fran Donahue Å Ellwyn Englof Å Exelon Å Marve Farber Å 
Mari Fee Å Larry Finney Å Fischers Inc. Å F.N. Smith Corp. Å Mary Gharrity Å A & L Grahame Å 
Green River Cyclery Å Robert Hanson Å David Hatch Å Jacob & Heather Hatch Å Dean 
Hoppesch Å Johnson Oil Co. Å KSB Partners in Health Å Mark Krueger Å Cecilia Mann Å Andy & 
Katie Martin Å Byran Merrill Å Oregon/Dixon Autobody Å Oregon Lions Club Å Jennifer & Chris 
Madden Å Thomas & Carrie Milroy Å Mary Pierce Å Dave & Kathryn Ramp Å Paul & Kim Ramp-
enthal Å Elaine Roquet Å Barbara Rosenbalm Å Jim Ryan Å Sauk Valley Bank Å  Paul & Cynthia 
Scheibelhut Å Terry Schuster Å Smith, Birkholz, OôBrien Å Pam Steele Å Sterling Federal Bank Å 
Scott Stephens State Farm Å Stillman Bank Å Kathryn Storm Å Karie Strangeway Å Frank & Di-
anne Swingel Å George Tarbay Å Nancy Tipps Å  Ann Volante Å Sheryl Pitts Wolff Å Toney 
Xidis Å  Larry & Joan Young Å  

THANK 

YOU! 
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Save the date for next year - September 25, 2021 
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Keeping Production Going  

Over the next few months we are excited to  

be expanding our Zoom activities. You will 

see some of our volunteers playing games 

and hosting chats. A new Zoom calendar 

will be sent out every month. Make sure to 

check it out and join us. Many folks  

continue to miss the daily routine of work 

and social activities at VOP and it is our 

hope that Zoom has helped us stay in 

touch and have fun together.   

Production continues to be a high priority in multiple locations including our  

workshop, our annex building, and at Stouffer Terrace. Everyone pitches in to get all 

the work completed - whether it is packaging WAHL, sorting bubble wrap for Midland 

Paper, preparing yarn samples for Lion Brand, or packaging discs for Blount  

Equipment. 

ZOOM, ZOOM, ZOOM!  

Tammy Sigler passed away - April 4th - 

in her home surrounded by her loving 

family. Tammy was a ray of sunshine 

and will be missed by everyone at the 

Village of Progress. 

 
Tammy Sigler 


