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PROGRESS

’ CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SERVICE ¢ 1969-2019 l
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$%& .. a Director’s Note:
: S This year marks the 50" Anniversary of the Village of Progress.

Believe it or not, fifty years of continuous nonprofit service is
much more difficult than one might imagine. The journal,
Nonprofit Quarterly, reported that the average life expectancy of a
nonprofit is only six to nine years. Indeed, only about 16% of all
nonprofits ever make it to the age of fifty.

But the Village of Progress has done more than survive to fifty; it has thrived.

In 1968 it was Robert Brooks, one of the Village of Progress’ founding board members, who
launched the successful 708 initiative in Ogle County to help fund services for people with
developmental disabilities and mental iliness. It is no coincidence, then, that the Village of
Progress was founded at that time to stand in the forefront of providing those services.

Over the years the Village has grown in the scope and nature of the services offered. In its
infancy, the Village provided day care to children with developmental disabilities — something
that neither lllinois nor the federal government provided. (Special education wasn’t created
until passage of the Education for the Handicapped Act in 1975).

The Village broke new ground in the 1970s when it built its current training center. It’s
believed that the Village was the first nonprofit workshop in Illinois to share a building with a
manufacturing company (Caron International).

Over the years the Village reached out beyond its four walls. In 1975 we launched the Village
Cleaning Service as a way of providing competitive, integrated employment to those with
disabilities. The Yellow Bird also launched that year, a cooperative effort with the local seniors
group. The project acted as both a storefront for Village-produced goods and a location for
seniors to meet and socialize. In 1980 the Yellow Bird transitioned into the Rock River Center,
which remains a vibrant part of the community.

Since its inception the Village has always looked first toward entrepreneurial activities
whenever possible. That mindset has continued into the present with the opening of the
Village Bakery in 2017.

The Village of Progress Foundation, created in 1990, has been a strong partner in helping to
advance the Village’s mission. In 2014 the Foundation launched the Attendance Grant
Program. These grants are awarded annually to individuals who are on the lllinois waiting list
for disabilities-related services but have not yet received them because of state underfunding.
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Director’s Note continued:

At present, the Village of Progress serves the needs of over 90 men
and women in Ogle County. Its board of directors, like its staff, are
diverse, talented, and dedicated to the Village’s mission. From just
about any standard, the Village of Progress’ 50 years of work in the
county can be considered a major achievement.

And it is no understatement to say we couldn’t have done it without
you. Through your financial giving, donated talents, and support in

so many other ways, you have made this 50" anniversary possible.
Thank you.

Brion Brooks, Executive Director

Duane John Herrmann

Duane John Herrmann served on the Village of Progress Board of
Directors for twenty-six years and The Village of Progress Foundation
Board for over five years. Duane was always willing to help out at the
Village, constantly volunteering for any project or event. Duane was
very proud to be a second-generation board member following in his
father, John Herrmann, footsteps who served on the Village of
Progress Board of Directors for thirty years and on the Village of
Progress Foundation Board for nine years

Duane was born December 12, 1948 in Rochelle, the son of John and
Arlene (Sweger) Herrmann. Married to his loving wife, Phyllis
(Brown) February 13, 1971 in Rochelle. Duane graduated from
Rochelle High School in 1967 and then attended Milton College. He
was employed at Caron International in Rochelle for 28 years and
then at Turtle & Hughes in Freeport until retiring in 2011. In addition to
his commitment at the Village, he was a member of St. Mary Catholic
Church in Oregon, Oregon Knights of Columbus Council 1092 & 4th
Degree Assembly 1702, Oregon Lions Club, former member of the
Oregon School Board. He enjoyed wood-working, community volun-
teering and spending time with family and friends. Duane will be
missed and always loved by his wife, Phyllis of Oregon children, Brett
(Brenda) Herrmann of Rochelle and Erin S :
(Mike Mueller) Herrmann of Oregon;
grandchildren: Kristopher Herrmann,
Zack Levan and Nicole, Tyler & Colton
Herrmann; 3 great grandchildren; broth-
er, Richard (Sue) Herrmann of Clinton,
lowa; and sisters, Kathi (Doug) Lieving
and Andrea Fletcher, both of Rochelle.
Predeceased by his parents, infant
daughter Jamie and brother-in-law, John
Fletcher. Memorials in Duane's name
may be made to the Village of Progress,
Oregon.




Polar Plunge 2019

On Saturday, March 2nd these three
brave folks from the Village of
Progress (Jason Roinas, Jeremy
Reynolds, and Jacob Werner) took
the Polar Plunge to raise money for
Special Olympics. The plunge took
place at Olson Lake in Rock Cut
State Park in Rockford.

45" Annual Christmas Card Contest

We held our 45" annual Christmas Card Contest, open to entries from
all the men and women that attend the Village. For the last 24 years
Hub Printing, Rochelle, has awarded certificates of participation and a
small cash prize to all entrants. Hub also prints each year’s winning
card for use as both the Hub Printing and the Village of Progress
Christmas cards.

This year’s judges included Dawn Todd of the Village and Chris Haas
of Hub Printing along with his wife, Lisa. They looked at twenty-two
entries before selecting a design by Matthew Spurbeck of Stillman
Valley for the 2018 winning entry. Jason Roinas was awarded second
place honors and Sam Guzzardo’s card received third place
recognition.
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2018 Christmas Card Contest Participants & Judges

Visitors Please Sign - In Office

Starting immediately, all visitors who will be
going beyond the administrative offices will
be required to wear a lanyard with a “VOP
Visitor” badge. In addition, we’ll be placing
a sign inside the south entrance directing
visitors to check in with the receptionist.
Don’t stop visiting - just please remember
to check in. It is for everyone’s safety.

IMPORTANT DATES

AT

THE VILLAGE OF
PROGRESS

THE JOHN HERRMANN
GoOLF PrLAY DAY

JULY 8, 2019

50 YEARS OF SERVICE
CELEBRATION

AUGUST 28, 2019
1:00 — 2:30

TOSOC

TOUR OF SCENIC
OGLE COUNTY

SEPTEMBER 28, 2019

CYCLING EVENT
AT THE VILLAGE

ANNUAL BANQUET

OCTOBER 16, 2019

ST MARY’S LEARNING
CENTER IN OREGON
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Sensory Awa reness The Village of Progress is
excited about our new sensory

area. The lights are dimmed and the lava projector is on. You may hear

quiet soothing nature sounds or soft music. You can bounce on a ball, lie

back with your feet up or sit in any pose most comfortable to you. Would

you like a hand or a foot message? How about scented lotion for your

hands? Each individual can make choices on how to enjoy a few minutes

. T of peace & relaxation.

Two to three people in at a time
creates a mini quiet zone, and
we’ve seen and heard some amazing results. Our space
is very flexible and as we move forward we are
experimenting quite a bit. We are learning that what is

' soothing to one may not be to another, but we are
constantly trying new ideas. For some of our individuals,
who are non-verbal this is
clearly a benefit. We can visually see the body relax — and that is
so rewarding. Staff involved can see an immediate difference in
someone’s comfort.

So far we have a list of 20 participatants. When folks are asked
“‘Who would like to go for sensory awareness?” Hands are raised,
voices speak up and some begin to walk over and take staff’s
hand. This is clearly an enjoyable, positive experience.

Looking ahead at Special Olympics

. May 4th - Spring Games held at Harlem H.S. in Rockford, IL
. June 7th thru 9th - State Summer Games in Bloomington, IL

. August 17th thru 18th - Regional Bowling in DeKalb, IL

\ BASKETBALL SKILL COMPETITION

Congratulations to Tony for winning a third place
medal at the State Special Olympic games in
Bloomington, IL.

Special Olympic Support Group Meeting
May 25, 2019 at 9:00am

The Village Bakery in Downtown Oregon
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Village of Progress, The Village Bakery & Oregon Park

District Partner to Offer Classes

In our ongoing effort to integrate the community and our agency on shared experiences, both The
Village Bakery and Village of Progress are partnering with the Oregon Park District to offer fun
seasonal projects for children and their parents. Check out the classes and join in the fun. Register
at the park district. Classes are held at the Village of Progress and The Village Bakery.

VILLAGE OF PROGRESS CREATIVE EXPRESSION - K thru 3RD WITH ADULT

Allow your child to express their creativity and create projects out of recycled materials with the
men and women at the Village of Progress. Kids will be working alongside our staff and people
with developmental disabilities to create a seasonal project that can be used to decorate your
home. Each participant must be accompanied by an adult. Fee $6/$7 NR

6/26 — Summer Fun — 12:30-2:00
THE VILLAGE BAKERY CLASS - PRE K thru 3RD WITH AN ADULT

Join The Village Bakery and their talented staff for an exciting decorating experience. Each partici-
pant must be accompanied by an adult. Don’t miss this amazing experience to take home some
memories. Everyone takes home a box of baked goods.
Fee: $16/$19 NR

May 10" Mother Day Treats — 3:30-5:00

June 14" Father Day Treats — 3:30-5:00

July 10" Summer Fun - 9:30 — 11:00

Breakfast Sandwiches and Salads
expand the menu!

New Summer Hours:
Monday - Friday 6am - 7pm
Saturday & Sunday 7am - 4pm

Open House at The Village Bakery
April 26 & 27 9am - 2pm
August 23 & 24 9am - 2pm
November 8 & 9 9am - 2pm

BAKING A
DIFFERENCE

Gorgeous Additional Seating Added -
Thank you for your help Roger Cain.
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Village of Progress Donations: pavid & Joan Ab-

bott « Rehana Abdallah * Richard & Carol Anderson « Homer & Rebecca Bai-
ley « George & Patricia Barth « Gerald & Gail Beck « Charles & Carolyn Brad-
ford « David Brooks *Roger & Julie Cain « Al & Sherry Capes « Jim & Renelle
Carmichael « Michael & Joanna Cermak « Tom & Janet Champley * Kent &
Susan Chaulus * Cherie Chopp ¢ Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church ¢ Janice
Christ « Wayne & Priscilla Cole « Community Health System  Michael & Linda
Connelly » John & Sandra Cox * John Crisham « Bill & Mary Davis ¢ Larry &
Joyce Davis*  Dement Township ¢ Judy Diehl « Robert & Jennifer Diehl «
Randall & Marlene Donaldson « Larry & Deb Drew * Sherri Drew * Delores Ed-
wards « Andy & Christy Egyed « Mike Fager * Gary & Doris Ferb ¢ First Pres- “Thank ou —
byterian Church of Rochelle ¢ First State Bank * Fred Fletcher « Forreston We (ove fo Draw)
Grove Church « Gary & Sue French « William Fruin Jr. « Don & Myrle Fuller ¢ ~

Clyde & Nancy Gelderloos « Dave & Cindy Gesin ¢ Robert & Cheryl Gilmour * Bob & Karole Glaser
Margaret Gould « Joyce Groenhagen ¢ Robert & Leona Groenhagen * David Guest « Mike & Marsha
Gyorkos * Mike & Deborah Hahn « Darren, Shelby & Lori Hall - Jason Hammer « Steve & Dixie Hammer
Myrna Long—Hanes ¢ Julie Hardesty * Tim & Theresa Harvey
Roger & Linda Hellinga *« Donna Herbig * James & Jean Hoff ¢
Donald & Cherril Homer « Ed & Shirley Howes « Tom & Donna
Izer « Joyce James ¢ Louise James « Gary & Dorothy Janssen
Stephen Janssen ¢ Richard & Shirley Johann ¢ Bruce & Teresa
Johnson ¢ Larry & Diane Johnson « Nancy Kerwin « Bernard &
Sara Kopp ¢ Tony & Barbara Kubat « Marjorie Kuehl « Evert &
Jean Kump * Sam & Jean Kump « Sam & Jerry Kump « Harold
& Judith Kuntzleman ¢ Paul & Kathryn Lieving * Bill & Marge
Lindenmier « Belinda Luxton « Donna  Martin « Gary & Ginger
McDanel « Mary Jane McNames * Jeffrey Meiners « Donna
Merrill « Lee & Mary Metzger « Jim & Mary Mickey * Theresa Moran * Roland & Lonna Nelson ¢ Franklin
& Geraldine Noffsinger « Michelle Ostrander « Stephanie Page ¢ Jim & Helene Parker « Kurt & Jodi
Pearson *Pine Rock Township ¢ Patricia Piwonka * Polo Knights of Columbus < Joseph Popp ¢ Martin
Ravnass Jr. * Jennifer Riley * Rochelle Township High School « Barbara Rosenbalm < Kayse Rushford &
Scott Groenhagen * Todd Ruthe ¢ Richard Scheer « Mark Scholl « Terry Schuster « Maja Shoemaker «
Kimberly Stahl « David & Shirley Stenger « Sheryl Stern « Don Stevens ¢ Stillman Bank « Jan Stuken-
berg ¢« Sharon Thunberg ¢ Robert & Catherine Van Stedum * Rob & Karen Urish ¢ Dallas & Nona Van
Slyke Dave Warkins « Lavon Wiley « Jennifer Wirth « Charles & Christa Young * Karen Young °

Memorials: Evart Aiken + Cletus & Darlene Bauer » Jake Burke *

Ralph & Edith Davis * Ken De Arvil « Tom De Arvil « William Fearer Il «
Dottie Flessner « Matt Glaser « Loran & Erma Glock « Donald Gruber °
Carly Heller « Pam Hammer « Duane Herrmann « John Herrmann « Lisa
Marie Iverson « Nancy Kubat « Angela Leary « Kevin Messer * Lewis &
Lenor Mohr « Robert & Flora Moehle « George & Pauline O’Brien * Jean
Sell « Melody Snyder « Edmond Sowa * Marge Stevens « Wilbur Whetsel ¢
Leonard & Vada Wood ¢ Larry & Joan Young ¢ Donald & Della Young

INn HONOTr: Vivian Bakener « Jon Barnhart + Brion Brooks « Bill
Sigler « Helen & Voris Page

Foundation: Larry & Joyce Davis « Tom Felker + Jeff Glenn «
Myrna Long-Hanes « Marilyn Ludwig * Maggie Nye « Oregon Rotary Club « Wanda Pettenger « Larry &
Joan Young

INn-Kind: Barbara samsel - Snyder Pharmacy * Roger Cain
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WISHLIST: Betty Adams * Awatef Abdal-

lah « Mary Agre *« Anderson Feed ¢ Sid Anderson ¢
William & Eunice Anderson « Charles & Sandra
Armbruster « Donna Bauer * Sally Berg * Rebecca
Brown ¢ Ronald Bry « Dorothy Burke ¢« Byron Wom-
en’s Club ¢ Catholic Daughters of America « Tom &
Janet Champley « Kathleen Chopp « Karen
Churney ¢ Joseph & Dawn Clinton « Compeer Finan-
cial « Lorene Coy * Creston Women’s Club « John
Crisham « Sharon De Arvil « Charles Dilbeck ¢ Larry
& Edna Ebert - Randall & Sandra Ebert « Exelon
Generation * Richard & Linda Faivre « Fearer, Nye &
Chadwick « Teresa Fearer - DeWayne & Donna Fel-
lows * Todd & Judith Flessner « Dave & Cindy Gesin * Robert & Karole Glaser « Sam & Sandra Gra-
ber « Carol Garkey * Gary & Joan Groenhagen ¢« Robert & Leona Groenhagen * Don & Kathi Heller «
Duane & Phyllis Herrmann « Thomas Hill « James & Nancy Hopkins * Lyle & Sheryl Hopkins ¢ Vivian
Houpt « Phil & Carol Houston « Gary & Dorothy Janssen ¢ David & Marsha Kaczmarek ¢ Lynn
Kereven « Thomas Koebler « Tim & Kathy Leary « Mary Lee * Eldon & Shirley LeFevre « Roger & Rob-
erta Macauley * Norman & Thelma Meeks « Dirk & Jenny Meminger « Marilyn Melvin « Neil & Christa
Merdian ¢ Richard & Betty Messer « Nancy & Leslie Miller « John Moehle * John & Whitney Morrill
Marjory Moth « Mike & Mary Mudge * Sandra Nettz « Doreen & Patrick O’Brien * Timothy & Beverly
O’Brien « Randall & Nancy Ocken « Oregon Healthcare Pharmacy ¢ Voris & Helen Page * Leon Palm-
ere Wanda Pettenger . NICk & Charlty Prose * Greg & Julie Reckamp * Jerry Rinehart « Rochelle Chi-
i .. S ropractic « Virgil & Sheryl Rocke « John Roe * Kevin &
7 Julie Rude * Geraldine Schwarze * William & Julie Sig-
* 9‘ ler « David Smith « Charles & Barbara Snyder « Sheryl
. Stern * Helen Spencer * Donald Stevens « Wayne &
. RuDella Suter « Frank & Diane Swingel *» Mark & Kathi
il Tremble « United Methodist Women * Rob & Karen
Urish « Sharon Wallace * Steve & Donna Wells « Carol
Whaley « Wilbur & Nina Whetsel » Kathleen Wilson « Kev-
in & Patti Wilson « Jacqueline & Jennifer Wirth « Kelly
Wirth « R.E. Wolber & Sons * Margaret Wolf « Gary &

THANK YOU .. Our ability to maintain
meaningful and effective programs for Ogle County adults with disa-
bilities depends on your donations & volunteer efforts!

Congratulations & Welcome Back

Angie Martin-Bakener (our Residential Liaison at the VOP) and
her husband Jonathan Bakener welcomed a beautiful daughter
(Vivian Taylor Bakener) to their family on 12-26-2018. Angie
returned to the Village full time March 18th.
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50th Anniversary

“Celebrating our Progress”
WEDNESDAY
August 28, 2019

‘ 1:00pm - 2:30pm Open House
1:30 Unveiling

P

Public is encouraged
to attend
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